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Introduction: The subject of social justice is a common topic today—being discussed by musicians, 

politicians, young and old. Injustice and suffering have a special way of stirring our passion, and 

they should do so. The troubles of the poor burden us and even make us angry. And the Bible has 

much to say on these topics. The Church must be deeply involved in justice; Jesus is the king of 

justice. So often, the discussion of justice is centered on something else—imagining that so long as 

we are focused on the poor or on solving justice issues, we are in the way of Jesus and in keeping 

with Christianity. This is an error.  

Let’s look together into what and who righteousness and justice looks like. 

I. RIGHTEOUSNESS: MORAL PERFECTION 

A. Everything God does is right and good, because He IS right and good. Synonyms of 

“righteous”: holy, perfect, just, moral, blameless, fair, upright, good, sinless, devout, ethical, 

innocent, faithful, noble, pure, virtuous. 

For the LORD our God is righteous in all the works which He does. Daniel 9:14 

For the word of the LORD is right, and all his work is done in truth. The LORD loves 

righteousness and justice; the earth is full of the goodness of the LORD. Psalm 33:4-5 (see 

also Psalm 71:19, Zephaniah 3:5) 

For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, being justified freely by His grace 

through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, whom God set forth as a propitiation 

[payment] by His blood, through faith…to demonstrate at the present time His 

righteousness, that He might be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus. 

Romans 3:25-26 

II. JUSTICE: THE PRESENCE (OR RESTORATION) OF DIVINE ORDER  

A. Justice is a noun, the full presence of God’s divine order in the world. This includes the 

presence of love, health in our bodies, and unhindered communion with God. The kingdom 

of Israel under the leadership of David and Solomon were the closest demonstrations of a just 

society in history, and Jesus will carry out the fullness upon His return and eternal reign as 

king of the whole earth. 

B. Establishing justice (making it a verb) consists of activities such as God speaks about in 

Isaiah: 

“Is this not the fast that I have chosen: to loose the bonds of wickedness, to undo the heavy 

burdens, to let the oppressed go free, and that you break every yoke? Is it not to share your 

bread with the hungry, and that you bring to your house the poor who are cast out [after 

asking your parents!]; when you see the naked, that you cover him, and not hide yourself 

from your own flesh? Isaiah 58:6-7 (see also Isaiah 61:1-3) 
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III. RIGHTEOUSNESS AND JUSTICE ARE CONNECTED 

A. When righteousness exists fully, there is justice. Therefore, when there is unrighteousness, 

there will be injustice. They cannot be separated. 

Righteousness and justice are the foundation of Your throne; mercy and truth go before 

Your face. Psalm 89:14 

B.  “Jesus has made all the necessary provision for justice on the earth through His death, burial, 

resurrection, and unfolding His Father’s eternal plan for justice. This plan is being manifest 

now in part, but will be fully evident when Jesus returns. He alone will accomplish justice 

among the nations—not another god or gods.” Stuart Greaves, False Justice, p. 27 

 “Behold, the days are coming”, says the LORD, “that I will raise to David a Branch of 

righteousness; a King shall reign and prosper, and execute judgment and righteousness in 

the earth…Now this is His name by which He will be called: THE LORD OUR 

RIGHTEOUSNESS.” Jeremiah  23:5-6 (see also Psalm 9:8, 72:4) 

IV. HOW THEN SHALL WE LIVE? BY TURNING AWAY FROM EVIL… (EZEK 33:11) 

A. Live in righteousness through the grace of the Holy Spirit. The fruit of this lifestyle will be 

authority and power to carry out justice. 

What does the LORD require of you, but to do justly, to love mercy, and to walk humbly 

with your God? Micah 6:8 

 “Wash yourselves, make yourselves clean; put away the evil of your doings from before 

My eyes. Cease to do evil, learn to do good; seek justice, rebuke the oppressor; defend the 

fatherless, plead for the widow.” Isaiah 1:16-17 (see also 2 Tim 2:21-22) 

Thus says the Lord: “Keep justice, and do righteousness, for My salvation is about to 

come, and My righteousness to be revealed. Isaiah 56:1 (see also Rev 19:11-16) 

Conclusion: Righteousness is the state of being morally perfect, according to the laws that the Lord 

has set forth for us from the beginning. When the people are righteous, justice will prevail. 

Likewise, when people are unrighteous, God’s divine order cannot be carried out and 

injustice prevails. This means that the solution to injustice in the world is not simply to help 

the poor with temporary things like food banks or rescue shelters; what is needed is a society 

that loves and honors their Maker, that hunger and thirst for righteousness. To be people of 

justice, we must first be considered righteous through faith, then through the power of God 

demonstrated in holy people will we able to change the world. 

 


